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ETOTJ  EUHAI,  DISTKIC'i'  COUNCTL 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

of  the 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

for  the  Year  1972 


TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE  COUNCIL, 

Mr-  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

The  number  of  births  in  the  Eton  Rural  District 
followed  the  national  trend  and  was  in  1972  lower  than  it 
had  been  for  a good  many  years.  Although  nationally  the 
upward  trend  in  illegitimate  births  seems  to  be  disappearing, 
the  proportion  in  this  area  was  higher  than  in  1971? 
however  in  dealing  with  such  small  numbers  rates  tend  to 
fluctuate  without  any  significant  meaning- 

Perhaps  the  most  important  indicator  of  health 
services  for  women  in  child  birth  and  for  their  infants  is 
the  peri-natal  mortality  rate-  This  consists  of  stillbirths 
and  deaths  of  children  under  one  week-  Once  again  rates 
tend  to  fluctuate  with  small  numbers  but  taken  over  a 
period  the  situation  is  reasonably  good  as  will  be  seen  from 
the  tables-  The  infant  mortality  rate,  that  is  deaths  of 
infants  under  one  year  of  age,  was  the  indicator  previously 
used  to  show  the  level  of  maternal  and  child  health  services - 
In  this  district  there  were  only  six  deaths  out  of  a total  of 
838  children  born  al  ive  and  four  of  these  occurred  before  the 
infants  were  five  days  old- 

The  Rural  District  could  also  seem  to  be  a good  plac 
in  which  to  remain  alive ^ the  corrected  death  rate  having 
been  below  the  national  average  for  a good  many  years-  The 
most  common  causes  of  death,  heart  disease,  cancer  and  chest 
complaints  are  in  line  with  those  found  elsewhere 
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Although  fewer  children  suffered  from  measles  than 
in  previous  years,  it  is  disappointing  that  the  number  was 
as  high  as  it  was.  All  notifications  of  the  disease  are 
investigated  and  it  is  shown  that  rarely  are  those  children 
who  have  been  immunised.  On  the  whole  immunisation  against 
a number  of  infectious  diseases  is  reasonably  well  taken  up 
in  spite  of  low  incidence  and  public  forgetfulness.  This 
is  encouraging  but  while  the  diseases  still  exist  the  only 
way  of  insuring  absence  of  epidemics  as  well  as  reducing 
individual  risk  is  to  have  a high  proportion  of  the  community 
protected  from  infection. 

The  number  of  cases  of  Tuberculosis  was  very  low, 
only  eight  new  cases  of  pulmonary  disease  and  one  of 
non-pulmonary  disease  occurring  in  a population  of  over 

70,000. 


For  the  first  time  I am  able  to  include  some  details 
of  the  meals  on  wheels  service  which  has  worked  smoothly 
over  the  period  it  has  been  in  existence.  I would  not  wish 
to  draw  a distinction  between  any  of  those  who  play  a part 
in  preparing,  cooking  or  delivering  the  meals  because  without 
each  and  every  one  of  them  playing  his  or  her  own  part  with 
conscientiousness  and  enthusiasm  the  service  would  not  be 
a success. 

An  innovation  has  been  the  Luncheon  Club  at  Datchet, 
a local  weekly  event  in  which  a voluntary  organisation  and 
the  District  Council  participate  to  give  regular  companionship 
to  some  of  the  inhabitants  of  that  village. 

The  organisational  changes  concerned  with  education 
and  social  services  are  now  things  of  the  past  but  more 
fundamental  alterations  are  to  come.  The  splitting  of 
the  Eton  Rural  District  and  the  combination  of  its  major 
part  with  the  Beaconsfield  Urban  District  to  form  the  new 
Beaconsfield  District  Council  and  the  disappearance  of  the 
medical  part  of  the  Public  Health  Services  from  the  ambit  of 
Local  Government  together  are  matters  of  bery  major  concern 
to  the  inhabitants  of  the  area.  The  changes  are  also 

very  upsetting  to  the  individuals  working  with  and  having 
their  careers  in  these  services.  Steps  are  being  taken  to 
ensure  that  District  Councils  will  receive  the  medical 
services  they  need  from  the  new  Area  Health  Authorities 
but  the  detailed  way  in  which  this  will  be  done  has  not  yet 
been  worked  out.  In  the  'meantime  those  who  remain  in  the 
services  are  doing  their  best  to  ensure  there  is  no  falling 
off  of  the  services  to  the  general  public. 
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By  the  time  statistical  information  is  available 
for  1975  those  of  us  who  will  be  transferred  to  the  National 
Health  Service  will  have  already  departed  from  Local 
Governments  For  this  reason  this  report  will  be  the  last 
to  occur  in  its  present  form  and  I would  like  particularly 
to  take  this  occasion  to  express  my  appreciation  to  the 
Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Council  as  a whole  and  to  the 
Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Committees  with  which  I have  been 
particularly  associated  for  their  kindness  and  help  in 
maintaining  the  public  health  services  for  this  area.  It 
would  be  remiss  of  me  if  I did  not  also  include  all  the 
Chief  Officers  in  the  Council's  service  for  their  help 
and  reserve  for  special  mention  the  Chief  Public  Health 
Inspector  and  all  his  staff  for  the  especial  way  in  which 
we  have  co-operated  during  the  time  I have  been  your  Medical 
Officer  of  Health. 

I remain,  Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant. 


MACDONALD  A.  CHARRETT 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 


October  1973 


SUMMARY  OF  STATISTICS 


GENERAL  STATISTICS 


Area  (land  and  inland  water)  ... 

0*0 

33,537 

acres 

Pcpulation  (Registrar  General's  estimate 
for  mid  year  1972) 

73,000 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  ... 

• • o 

22, 5U 

Rateable  Value  at  1.4.73  ... 

• • o 

£5,191, 

,726 

Product  of  Penny  Rate  1972/73  ... 

(estimated) 

e • • 

£50,300 

VITAL  STATISTICS 

Live  Births 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate  ...  ...  ... 

400 

377 

777 

Illegitimate  ...  ...  ... 

32 

29 

61 

432 

4o6 

838 

Crude  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population 

• • • 

11.5 

Corrected  Birth  Rate  (allowing  for  sex 
and  age  of  the  population)  ... 
(Comparability  Factor  1.03) 

• • • 

12.1 

National  Birth  Rate  ...  ... 

• • • 

• • • 

14.8 

Ratio  of  local  Birth  Rate  to  National  Rate 


0.82  ; 1 


Illegitimate  live  births  v\;ere 

Still  Births 

Legitimate  ... 

Illegitimate  ...  ... 


% of  total  live  births. 


Male 


Female 

6 


Total 


Total  live  and  still  births  ...  ...  ...  8^7 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  total  births  ...  10.6 

National  Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  total  births  12.0 
Still  B.irth  Rate  per  1,000  population  ...  0.12 
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Peri-Natal  Mortality  (Stillbirttus  and  Deaths  under  1 week) 


Male  Female  Total 


«*o  m • » o«# 

2 

2 

4 

Stillbirths  ...  ... 

3 

6 

9 

5 

8 

13 

Peri-Natal  Mortality  Rate  per  1 , 
live  and  stillbirths 

000  total 

• • • 

• CO 

15.3 

National  Rate  ...  ... 

• • • 

• • • 

22.0 

Neo-Natal  Mortality  (Deaths  of  Infants  under  4 

weeks  of  a^e) 

Male  Female 

Total 

"t  ims  *t0  0*0  o m ft 

2 

3 

5 

Illegitimate  ...  ... 

1 

— 

1 

3 

3 

6 

Rate  for  all  infants  under  4 weeks  of  age 
per  1,000  live  births  ... 

• • • 

7.0 

National  Rate  „..  ... 

o • • 

• • • 

12.0 

Infant  Mortality  (I^eaths  of  Infants 

under  1 year  of  age) 

Male  Female 

Total 

Legitimate  ...  ... 

2 

3 

5 

Illegitimate  ...  ... 

1 

— 

1 

3 

3 

6 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000 

live  births 

• o • 

7.0 

National  Rate  ...  ... 

• a • 

• • • 

17.0 

Ratio  of  Local  Rate  to  National  Rate  ... 

• • • 

0.4l  : 

Maternal  Mortality 

Number  of  women  dying  in  or  as  a 
pregnancy  ...  ...  ... 

consequence 

NIL 

: of 
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Deaths 


Male  Female  Total 


Number  of  Deaths  352  3^2  69^ 

Crude  Death  Rate  per  1,000  population  ...  9»5 

Corrected  Death  Rate  - 

allowing  for  sex  and  age  ...  ...  10.6 

(Comparability  factor  = 1.12) 

National  Rate  12.1 

Ratio  of  corrected  rate  to  National  ...  ...  0.88  : 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


BIRTHS 


Year 

Corrected 
Birth  Rate 
Eton  Rural 

Birth  Rate 
England  & 
Wales 

Ratio 

Eton  Rural  : 
England  and 
Wales 

1963 

16.0 

18.2 

0.84  : 1 

196^^ 

15.5 

18.4 

0.84  : 1 

1965 

15o8 

18.1 

0.87  : 1 

. 1966 

14.6 

17.7 

0.81  : 1 

1967 

12.7 

17.2 

0.74  : 1 

j 

1968 

12.9 

16.9 

0.76  : 1 

1969 

12.1 

16.3 

0.74  : 1 

1970 

12.6 

16.0 

0.78  : 1 

1971 

12.7 

16.0 

0.80  : 1 

1972 

12.1 

14.8 

0.82  : 1 
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ILIJSGITIMACY 


STILL  BIRTHS 


1963 

• • • 

e • • 

. • • 0 

• • • 

' • • • 

• • • 

12.43 

1964 

• 

« • • 

« • • 

• • • 

• • • 

e e • 

14.29 

1965 

• • • 

• 0 e 

. «»  0 • 

• • • 

0 • • 

• • • 

15.61 

1966 

• • • 

• 0 a 

• • c 

• 0 • 

• 0 • 

• • • 

15.86 

1967 

• • 0 

• • • 

» • 0 

• # 0 

• • 0 

11.09 

1968 

• 0 • 

• 0 • 

• • a 

• • e 

16063 

1969 

a • • 

0*0 

• • » 

• • • 

• '#  0 

• e 0 

4.10 

1970 

• e • 

0 « • 

« « • 

« 0 • 

« e • 

« e • 

16.00 

1971 

• 0 • 

• • • 

« • • 

• 0 • 

• e • 

• • • 

4.00 

1972 

• • 0 

• 0 • 

• 0 • 

« • • 

• 0 0 

• e 0 

11.00 

PERI -NATAL  MORTALITY 


NEO-NATAL  MORTALITY 


j 1 963  •» 
I 1964  . 

1965  . 

1966  - 

1967  . 

1968  . 
■ 1969  . 

1970  . 

1971  • 

1972  . 


15.30 

I3o00  { 

18.80  j 
17.55 
4.98 

4.22 

8.10 

11.00 

7-00 
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INFANT  MORTALITY 


190:-:' 

e c* 

& 6 « 

« • • 

« • • 

a a a 

a a a 

16.80 

196': 

* « • 

• « • 

• • • 

• • • 

a a a 

a a a 

17.10 

190 

• 0 ,?) 

A CK  «> 

• • 

a a a 

a a a 

20.90 

1966 

000 

• • • 

• • • 

4*  • • 

a a a 

a a a 

26.00 

1967 

« 0 • 

• • • 

• « • 

• • • 

a a a 

a a a 

22.45 

1908 

• • • 

0 • e 

• • • 

0 • • 

a a a 

a a a 

8.05 

1969 

• • • 

• 0 • 

• • • 

• • • 

a a a 

a a a 

5.23 

1970 

9*0 

• • • 

0 • • 

• • • 

a a a 

a a a 

10.20 

1971 

a 0 0 

• 0 • 

• e • 

a e « 

a a a 

a a a 

I4o00 

1972 

m • 

• 0 • 

• • • 

a a a 

a a a 

a a a 

7oOO 

_______  . 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  ONE  YE/VR  OF  AGE 


H fn  c 

KS  fH 

4->  a? 

- 

r“ 

rA 

VO  1 

T“ 

OJ 

OJ 

VO 

10-12 

mths. 

1 1 II 

1 

1 1 1 1 

1 

7-9 

mths. 

I 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

III! 

1 

4-6 

rnths. 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1-3 

rnths. 

i 

I 

1 1 II 

1 

1 1 1 1 

1 

Total 
under 
1 mth 

V" 

OJ 

OJ 

VO 

• 

w 

> 

1 

1 

1 

V* 

1 

1 

1 

r* 

OJ  • 

1 W 

1 

1 

1 

v- 

V" 

1 

1 

1 

V“ 

i 

Total 
under 
1 wk. 

» 

V" 

1 

v 

OJ 

-Cf- 

1 

V“ 

OJ 

V” 

6-7 

days 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

till 

1 

w 

Lr\ 

1 rt 

1 

1 

OJ 

KV 

1 

rA 

1-2 

days 

1 

1 

V” 

1 

V" 

1 

1 

1 

1 

r“ 

1 

• 

Under 
1 day 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

J. 

1 

1 

1 

1 

C3 

1 

Cause  of 
Death 

Anaemia 

Asphyxia 
due  to 
inhalation 
of  vomit 

Birth 

Injury 

Congenital 

Anomalies 

Where  Died 

Home 

Hospital  ir 
Eton  RoD. 

Hospital  ir 
Slough 

1 

Hospital  av 
from  this 

area 

1 

DEATH  RATE  - ETON  RURAL 


Year 

I 

Crude  Death 
Rate 

Corrected 
Death  Rate 

j National 

j Rate 

1 

I 

F 

1963 

8,8 

11,09 

1 

^ 12.2 

1 

196''!- 

7.7 

9«7 

11o3 

1965 

8.3 

10,29 

11.5 

1966 

8.4 

11.76 

1 11.7  • 

11.2 

1967 

9.1 

11.03 

1968 

8.7 

10.91 

11.9 

1969 

8,6 

10.58 

11.9 

1970 

9.2 

11.3 

11.7 

1971 

8„3 

10.6 

11.6 

1972 

9.5 

10.6 

12.1 

MAIN  CAUSES  OF  DEATH 


CAUSE  OF  DEATH 

1972 

1971 

Heart  Disease 

214 

190 

Cancer 

170 

156 

Eneumonia  & Bronchitis 

99 

76 

Vascular  lesions  of  the 
nervous  system 

80 

70 

Diseases  of  circulatory  . 
system 

35 

24 

Accidents  - all  types 

14 

20 

.. 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  DURING  1972 


Male 

1972 

Semale 

j.* 

Total 

1971 

bA 

Enteritis  and  other 
Diarrhoeal  Diiseases 

1 

1 

1 

B.5 

Tuberculosis  of 

Respiratory  System 

1 

b6(1) 

Late  effects  of 

Respiratory  ToB. 

— 

2 

bi8 

Other  infective  and 
Parasitic  diseases 

— 

1- 

1 

3 

B19(1) 

Ma'.ignant  neoplasm, 

Buccal  cavity  etc. 

2 

2 

4 

2 

B19(2) 

Malignant  neoplasm, 
Oesophagus 

3 

2 

5 

1 

B19(3) 

Malignant  neoplasm, 

Stomach 

8 

7 

15 

9 

B19(4) 

Malignant  neoplasm, 
Intestine 

6 

14 

20 

19 

B19(5) 

Malignant  neoplasm, 

Larynx 

1 

1 

2 

2 

b19(6) 

Malignant  neoplasm, 

Lijmg,  Bronchus 

4o 

9 

49 

48 

B19(7) 

Malignant  neoplasm, 

. Breast 

13 

15 

23 

B19(8) 

Malignant  neoplasm. , 

Uterus 

7 

7 

3 

B19(9) 

I^al.Dgnant  neoplasm, 

Prosta te 

4 

4 

3 

B19(10)  Leukaemia 

2 

4 

6 

4 

B19('11) 

Other  malignant 
neoplasms 

19 

23 

42 

4o 

B20 

Benign  and  unspecified 
neoplasms 

1 

- 

1 

2 

B21 

Diabetes  Mellitus 

2 

3 

5 

4 

Carried  forward 

89 

88 

177 

• i 

167 

- - 


Causes  of  Death  - Continued 


Male 

Female 

Total 

1971 

Brought 

forward  ■ j 

89 

88 

177 

167 

B46(1) 

Other  endocrine  etc,  

diseases 

— 

2 

2 

2 

B23  ' 

Anaemias 

1 

1 

2 

2 

B46(3) 

Mental  Disorders 

— 

2 

2 

1 

b46(4) 

Otljer  diseases  of 

Ncr'/ous  sj'stem 

3 

2 

3 

10 

B23  ‘ 

Active  Rheumatic  Fever 

- 

2 

2 

— 

B26 

1 

1 

Gh’'v  :\:i.c  liiieLima  bic 
he  ir  c drsease 

4'  - 

2 

6^ 

10 

B27 

BfF'  ;•  i snsive  disease 

i 2 

6 

8 

6 

B28 

Ischaemic  heart  disease 

107 

73 

182 

131 

B29 

Otiio'"  forms  of  heart 
d:i.sease 

16 

10 

26 

29 

B30 

Cerehrovascular  disease 

35 

45 

80 

70 

B46(5) 

Other  diseases  of 
circulatory  system 

V 

18 

33 

24 

B31' 

Influenza 

- 

1 

1 

- 

B32 

Pneumonia 

: 23 

39 

62 

42 

■B33C1) 

Bronchitis  and  Emphysema  ' 

23 

14 

37 

27 

B33(2) 

Asthiaa 

1 

1 

2 

- 

Other  diseases  of 
respiratory  system 

3 

2 

3 

6 

B34 

Peptic  Ulcer 

1 

2 

3 

4 

B36 

Intestinal  obstruction 
and  hernia 

1 

1 

2 

2 

B37 

Cirrliosis  of  Liver 

'I 

2 

3 

b46(7) 

Other  diseases  of 
digo s live  sys 'cem 

3 

7 

10 

6 

B38 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 

■ 

3 

- 

3 

3 

B39 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate  ’ 

1 

1 

1 

b46(9) 

Other  diseases,  Genito- 
urinary system 

5 

1 

6 

• 3 

Carried 

forward 

339 

322 

661 

373 

- 15  - 

• 

Causes  of  death  - Continued 


Male 

Female 

Total 

1971 

Brought 

forward 

339 

322 

661 

573 

B46(11) 

Diseases  of  musculo- 
skeletal system 

2 

2 

2 

B42 

Congenital  anomalies 

1 

2 

3 

3 

B43 

Birth  Injury,  difficult 
labour  etc. 

1 

1 

3 

b44 

Other  causes  of 

Peri-natal  mortality 

1 

1 

1 

B45 

Symptoms  and  ill-defined 
conditions 

— 

2 

2 

3 

BE47 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

3 

3 

6 

13 

BE48 

All  other  accidents 

3 

3 

8 

7 

BE49 

Suicide  and  self- 
inflicted  injuries 

5 

4 

9 

3 

BE50 

All  other  external  causes 

- 

1 

1 

1 

Totals 

332 

342 

694 

6i3 
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DSATHS  - 1972  - Age  and  Sex  Classification  - Continued 


SKX  AND  AGE  DISTRIBUTION  OF  DEATHS 


Ages  at  Death 
in  Years 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Under  1 

3 

3 

6 

1 - 4 

2 

- 

2 

5 “ 14 

2 

1 

3 

15  - 24 

3 

5 

8 

25  - 44 

16 

9 

25 

45  - 64 

111 

63 

174 

65  - 7't 

109 

59 

168 

75  plus 

106  . 

202 

308 

Total 

352 

342 

694 

POPULATION 


Year 

J. 

Natural  Increase 
(births ■ less 
deaths) 

Immigration  or 
Emigiation  (-) 

Population. 
Registrar 
General’ s 
estimate 

1963 

518 

182 

69,330 

1964 

634 

146 

70,110 

1965 

612 

-232 

70,490 

1966 

521 

229 

71,240 

1967 

332 

-32 

71,540 

1968 

376 

164 

72,080 

1969 

323 

197 

72,600 

1970 

315 

-15 

72,900 

CENSUS  FIGURE  - APRIL  1971  - 71,656 

1971 

579 

-499 

72,680 

1972 

144 

176 

73,000 

PREVALENCE  im  CONTROL  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 
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ANALYSIS  OF  NOTIFIABLE  DISr]ASES  IN  AGE  GROUPS 


M.B.  Tuberculosis  is  shovm  in  separate  tabL 


I 

C\J 
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INCIDilICi]  OF  IKF1.CTIOUS  DISEASES  IN  EACH  PARISH 


1 

w 

C5  f-t 

J-i  :3 

>5:  ^ 

• » > 1 III  1 

Wex-t 

ham 

• I ON  1 , ^ 

Tap- 

lov; 

* • • oj  1 ^ C\J  1 

1 

Stoke 

Poges 

' « 1 OJ  III  , 

Iver 

• 1 1 OO  1 OJ  1 

Hor- 

ton 

' ' « 1 III  1 

Hedg- 

erley 

' • I fu  III  , 

• 

X 

• 

0 

^ cu  T-  ^ r-  CM  1 , 

Ful- 

mer 

• • 1 'f-  III  1 

Farn- 

ham 

Royal 

^ 1 1 rA  III  1 

i 

0 0 

Q C 

1 I 1 1 III  1 

Den- 

ham 

1 

j 

1 ^ 1 1 r-  1 

Dat- 

chet 

• 1 1 1 III  1 

Burn 

ham 

1 

1 

I— 

1 1 r-  0 1 (M  ^ 

Dysentery 

Food 

Poisoning 

Infective 

Jaundice 

Measles 

Meningo- 

coccal 

Infection 

Scarlet 

Fever 

Tuberculosis 

(Pulmonary) 

Tuberculosis 

(Non- 

Pulmonary) 

1 

ro 

I 


VACCINATION  AND  IMMUNISATION 


1970 

1971 

1972 

Primary  Diphtheria  ... 

• • • 

- 

1 

- 

Primary  Tetanus  ... 

• e • 

31 

3^ 

12 

Primary  Diphtheria/Tetanus 

• • • 

88 

69 

81 

Primary  Diphtheria/Whooping 
Tetanus  (Triple)  ... 

Cough/ 

• • • 

861 

804 

744 

Primary  Measles  ... 

• • • 

1017 

781 

717 

Primary  Poliomyelitis  ... 

• • A 

836 

819 

809 

Boosters  - Tetanus  ... 

• • • 

97 

68 

92 

Diphtheria  . . . 

Diphtheria/Tetani 

...) 

13  0 • • \ 

860 

904 

760 

Triple  ... 

...) 

Poliomyelitis 

• • • 

12 

17 

118 

PRIMARY 

PROTECTION 

Diphtheria  ...  ... 

• • • 

9k9 

874 

825 

V/ho oping  Cough  ... 

• • • 

861 

8o4 

744 

Tetanus  ...  ... 

• • • 

980 

907 

837 

Measles  ...  ... 

• • • 

1017 

781 

717 

Poliomyelitis 

• • • 

836 

819 

809 

Fif^ures  for  Poliomyelitis  and  Measles  refer  to  children 
born  between  I968  and  1972. 
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TUBERCULOSIS 
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COMPARISON  OF  DEATHS  FROM  TUBERCULOSIS  DURING  1972  ''vTTH  PP^i^VIOUS  YiiJARS 
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CLINICS  AND  TREATMENT  CENTRES 


CHILD  WEI, FARE  CLINICS 


The  sixteen  Child  Welfare  Clinics  have  continued 
throughout  the  year.  The  Burnham  Clinic  and  one  of  the 
sessions  at  Britwell  are  undertaken  by  the  family  doctors 
serving  the  area, 

FAiMILY  PLANNING  CLINIC 


The  Slough  Family  Planning  Clinic,  which  serves 
the  town  and  surrounding  area,  has  continued  to  be  very 
active  with  its  services  in  ever  greater  demand.  The 
clinic  is  a very  good  and  forward  looking  one  and  the 
Local  Health  Authority  continues  to  make  a contribution 
to  the  voluntary  organisation  running  it. 

CERVICAL  CYTOLOGY 


A clinic  is  held  twice  monthly  for  women  over 
35  aiid  for  younger  women  who  have  been  specially 
recommended  by  their  family  doctor. 

VENERE/iL  DISEASES  CLINIC 

Clinics  are  held  at  the  following  hospitals: 

King  Edward  VII  Hospital,  Windsor,  Berks 
Hillingdon  Hospital,  Hillingdon,  Middx. 
Royal  Berkshire  Hospital,  Reading,  Berks, 
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MIjALS  on  wheels 


Total  Number  of  Meals  supplied,  March  to  December  1972 

19,882 

Monthly  Total  supplied  to  each  area  (Burnham  and  Taplow  were 
treated  as  one  area  by  the  W.R.V.S.). 


MONTH 

BURNHAM/  BRIT- 

DATCHET 

IVER 

COLN- 

WRAYS- 

MONTHLY 

TAPLOW 

WELL 

BROOK 

BURY 

TOTAL 

March 

205 

263 

54 

192 

92 

40 

846 

April 

4l4 

603 

139 

248 

116 

83 

1603 

May 

484 

646 

205 

233 

178 

74 

1820 

* June 

648 

798 

286 

290 

190 

102 

2314 

July 

519 

689 

249 

306 

142 

74 

1979 

* Aug. 

670 

806 

305 

330  - 

177 

124 

2412 

Sept. 

631 

707 

234 

272 

160 

120 

2124 

Oct. 

644 

784 

237 

286 

183  . 

114 

2248 

* Nov. 

. 809 

1007 

-.295 

330 

224 

- 151 

2816 

Dec . 

539  ■ 

■■  551 

222 

209 

108 

91 

1720 

5563 

6854 

2226 

2696 

1570 

973 

19882 

* Five  i;eek  months* 


No  requests  for  meals  were  received  from  the  Horton  Parish 
during  1972. 

Approximately  twelve  Diabetics  were  sent  cheese  and 
biscuits  or  fruit  daily  in  place  of  a sweet  and  an  alternative 
meal  was  sent  out  each  Friday  to  those  who  did  not  eat  fish. 

VJraysbury  still  receive  a three  day  service  each  week 
only  as  the  WoR.V.S.  do  not  feel  able  to  provide  the  full  five 
day  service  in  this  area. 

Every  elderly  person  on  our  list  received  a Christmas 
Dinner  of  Turkey  and  Christmas  Pudding  a few  days  before  the 
holiday. 
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DA'i'CIIi.T  LUWClIiiCN  CLUB 


Datchet  Luncheon  Club  Oi)ened  on  honday,  13th  Noveraber 
and  an  average  of  tv;enty“fivo  neals  are  sent  there  each 
Ilonday.  Serving;  of  the  eals  is  carried  out  by  local 
volunteers* 


STAFF  RESTAURANT 

The  Staff  Restaurant  opened  on  20th  March  1973  and  an 
average  of  twenty  to  thirty  meals  are  no^^^  served  daily* 

A weekly  menu  is  prepared  and  orders  for  each  day  are  given 
in  the  morning.  Towards  the  end  of  the  year  snacks  were 
also  provided,  both  for  consumption  on  the  premises  and  for 
taking  away,  and  a small  number  availed  themselves  of  this 
service.  It  has  not  affected  the  numbers  ordering  a full 
lunch=- 

A Christmas  Dinner  was  provided  over  a period  of  two 
days  and  over  120  took  advantage  of  this  and  appeared  to 
thoroughly  enjoy  the  meal  in  the  gaily  decorated  room. 

The  Cook  Supervisor  manages  to  provide  a very  varied 
menu,  both  for  the  meals  on  wheels  and  the  restaurant  and 
she  and  her  assistants  give  a welcoming  and  friendly 
atmosphere  in  the  restaurant  which  is  greatly  appreciated 
by  those  using  it.  Both  the  Horticultural  Show  and  the 
Christmas  Party  were  held  in  the  building  with  the  kitchen 
staff  providing  the  refreshments  in  each  case. 

The  Restaurant  Users’  Committee,  which  consists  of 
one  member  from  each  department,  met  several  times  during 
the  year,  thereby  keeping  the  staff  very  much  involved  in 
the  running  of  the  restaurant. 
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ANNUAL  lUCPOLT. 


To  the  Chr.irman  and  t^embors  of  the  Council. 


MR.  CIIAIRMiU'l,  Li\DILS  AND  G.t ;NTLSMM , 

I take  pleaGure  in  submit tine  this  my  fourth  Annual 
Report  on  the  v;ork  of  the  Public  Health  Inspectors  during 
the  year.  The  period  v/as  notable  in  the  fact  that  " 
proposals  for  Local  Government  reorganisation  v;ere 
translated  into  legislation.  Subsequently  a continuing 
dialogue  Las  been  carried  on  betv;een  i'^embers  and  Officers 
of  merging  Councils  as  to  the  shape  and  form  of  the 
methods  to  be  adopted  to  make  the  nev/  Councils  more 
effective  public  instruments  lAien  they  finally  take  over, 

Much  probing  and  testing  of  present  and  alternative 
methods  of  v/orking  have  and  a.re  being  considered. 

Research  and  Intelligence  will  reveal  many  new  innova^tions 
a.nd  ideas  rcla.tively  new  to  Local  GoveriiLaent  and  each  must 
be  considered  impartially  if  the  best  results  are  to  be 
achieved.  Imaginative  thinldLng  and  boldness  in  the 
ca.rrying  out  of  schemes  is  called  for. 

To  keep  in  touch  i/ith  present  and  future  'trends  it 
is  essential  that  lines  of  contact  and  coiimunication  v/ith 
outside  bodies,  which  undoubtedly  will  be  severely 
disrupted  during  the  transition  period,  be  maintained  and 
extended,  including  linlcs  with  other  reorganised  government 
bodies.  Also  the  nev;  County  Councils  affected  by  the 
transfer  of  functions  between  them  and  the  District 
Councils  as  v;ell  as  agreements  on  agency  pov;ers  to  be 
adopted,  call  for  close  contacts  to  be  made  and  continued. 

In  the  environmental  health  field  it  has  become 
apparent  that  liitherto  accepted  standards  are  increasingly 
being  called  into  question  as  a result  of  technic ological 
developments  enabling  more  rigorous  testing  to  be  carried  out 
and  viev/ed  in  perspective  with  the  time  scale.  The 
long  term  implications  of  dosing  agricultural  land  with 
sludge  containing  heavy  metals  v/hich  may  accumulate  and 
become  toxic  is  a case  in  ]point.  Another  is  permissible 
limits  of  dust  and  gases  in  the  atmosphere  ond  a iiiird  is 
noise  limits. 


The  pressures  of  population  for  more  living  space, 
the  demand  for  increased  leisure  facilities  in  the 
countryside,  due  to  increasing  mobility,  all  play  a part 
in  the  need  to  continually  change  and  revise  standards*  In 
the  countryside,  particularly  along  ditches,  hedgerows  and 
footpaths,  evidence  of  litter,  including  a large  proportion 
of  broken  glass  from  one  trip  bottle  containers,  is  all  too 
painfully  apparent  and  does  much  to  discourage  both  the  local 
and  the  visiting  element  of  the  population  from  enjoyment 
of  an  area. 

Manufacturers  of  packaging  should  give  very  careful 
thought  to  the  ultimate  destination  of  the  wrappings  and 
containers  of  products  before  off-loading  them  on  to  the 
market.  Decisions  which  could  contribute  to  unsightly  and 
maybe  da.ngcrous  accumulations  of  litter  in  a previously 
unspoilt  place  should  not  be  taken  without  consideration  of 
such  implications. 

The  establishment  strength  was  maintained  during  the 
year.  Much  more  time  v/as  devoted  by  the  Inspectors  in 
dealing  v/ith  noise  complaints  of  various  types.  The  major 
noise  intrusion  into  the  District  is  from  aircraft  flying 
in  and  out  of  Heathrow  Airport,  The  concentration  of 
aircra.ft  flying  a relatively  narrow  route  to  the  North  and 
V/est  diie  to  the  commissioning  of  the  Burnham  Beacon  resulted 
in  a vast  increase  in  noise  in  a part  of  the  District  v/hich 
had  previously  been  relatively  free.  Alternatives  to 
reduce  the  noise  burden  have  been  sought  for,  ever  since. 
Dispersal  in  some  form  acceptable  to  the  people  bolov/  the 
flight  paths  seems  to  be  the  only  short  term  solution. 

On  the  subject  of  housing,  a sample  survey  carried 
out  during  the  year  to  assess  the  likely  numbers  of 
dwellings  which  required  repairs  or  fell  short  of  modern 
amenities  revealed  that  there  are  a number  of  di'/cllings  in 
these  categories  still  remaining  to  be  dealt  with  in  the 
District, 

Food  handling  premises  generally  maintained  a 
satisfactory  standard,  but  there  are  a few,  particularly 
on  the  catering  side,  v;hich  could  show  improvement.  Due 

to  the  quick  turnover  of  catering  staff  in  the  trade 
generally,  conditions  in  food  premises  can  change 
almost  as  quickly,  and  there  is  constant  need  for 
regular  inspections  to  see  that  an  acceptable  standard 
is  being  maintained. 


I gratefully  acknowledge  the  advice  and  support 
received  from  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  the  Clerk 
and  all  the  other  Chief  Officers,  and  the  help  and 
assistance  of  my  Deputy,  the  Inspectors  and  clerical 
staff  of  the  Department,  who  have  contributed  of  their 
time  and  thought  to  the  work  recorded  in  this  Report. 


I am. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


S.  PAPE. 


Chief  Public  Health  Inspector. 
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WATER  SUPPLIES., 

The  throe  statutory  water  undertalcings  serving  the  District  have 
supplied  the  following  details  showing  typical  results  of 
bacteriological  and/or  chemical  analyses  of  supplies  to  the  area 
and  information  is  given  regarding  water  mains  extensions  laid 
during  the  year. 


(A)  TYPIC.\L  BACTERIOLOGICAL  MID  CHSIilC.^i  ANALYSES. 


1,  Middle  Thames  Water  Board. 


BACTERIOLOGICAL: 

Number  of  colonies) 
developing  on  Agar) 


Presumptive  Coliform 
reaction. 

Escherichia  coli. 

Cl  Welchii  reaction. 

CHEMIC/iLs  (Resu] 


1 day 
© 37  C. 

2 days 
© 37  C. 

3 days 
@ 20-22  C 

0 

0 

1 

Present 

Absent 

Probable 

in. 

from. 

Number . 

0 ml. 

100  ml. 

0 ml. 

0 ml. 

100  ml. 

0 ml. 

0 ml. 

100  ml. 

milligrammes 

per  litre  (ppm)). 

Appearance:  Bright  v/ith  a few  particles. 

Coloiir  (Hazen): 
pH: 

Electrical  Conductivity: 

Chlorine  in  Chloride: 

Hardness  as  Ca  CO^:  Total 
Nitrogen  in  Nitrate: 

Ammoniac al  Nitrogen: 

Albuminoid  Nitrogen: 

Metals: 

Iron: 

Copper: 

Manganese: 

Cadmium: 


Nil 

Turbidity:  (A.P.H.A. 

units) less  than  1 

7.5 

Odour: 

Nil 

635 

Free  Carbon  Dioxide: 

16 

35 

Dissolved  solids  dried  at  l80  C 450 

.:  3^0 

Carbonate:  240  Non-Carbonate:  100 

4.9 

Nitrogen  in  Nitrite: 

less  than  0.01 

0.00 

Permanganate  Value 

0.00 

0.00 

Residual  Chlorine: 

Absent 

C.04 

Zinc: 

0.10 

Absent 

Lead: 

Absent 

Absent 

Fluoride  (F): 

0.4 

Not  detected  (less  than  O.Ol) 
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Middle  Thames  I'/ater  Board,  (Contd , ) 

Analyst's  Remarks : 

This  sample  is  practically  clear  and  bright  in  appearance,  just 
on  the  alkaline  side  of  neutrality  and  free  from  metals  apart 
from  minute  traces  of  iron  and  zinc.  The  water  is  very  hard  in 
character  but  not  to  an  excessive  degree,  it  contains  no  excess 
of  mineral  constituents  and  is  of  very  satisfactory  organic 
quality.  Bacterial  purity  is  of  the  highest  standard. 

These  results  are  indicative  of  a pure  and  wholesome  v;ater 
suitable  for  public  supply  purposes. 

V/ater  Board’s  General  Observations: 


The  water  is  treated  with  chlorine  and  sulphur  dioxide  before 
passing  into  the  mains  and  I enclose  copies  of  bacteriological 
and  chemical  reports,  the  latter  giving  the  fluoride  content, 

I would  point  out  that  fluoride  is  present  only  at  the  Datchet 
source  and  that  it  mixes  in  the  distribution  system  with  supplies 
from  other  sources.  There  were  no  unsatisfactory  samples 
during  the  year. 

B.  EXTENSIONS. 


Location, 

Length 1 

Diameter, 

V/ooburn  Common. 

525-rnetres 

102 

mm. 

C,I. 

Montrose  Avenue,  Datchet. 

lOl-metres 

102 

mm. 

C.I. 

Off  Lavm  Close,  Datchet, 

32~metres 

102 

mm. 

C.I. 

Gore  Road,  Burnham, 

469-metres 

102 

mm. 

P.V.C. 

Nashdom  Lane,  Burnham.  Stage  II. 

220-metres 

152 

mm. 

P.V.C. 

Orchardville , The  Green,  Burnham. 

89-metres 

102 

mm. 

P.V.C. 

Collinswood  Road,  Farnham  Common. 

70-metres 

102 

mm. 

P.V.C. 

Off  Alderbourne  Road,  Burnham. 

36-metres 

102 

mm. 

P.V.C. 

Appledore,  Duf field  Lane,  Stoke  Poges. 

103-metres 

102 

ram. 

P.V.C. 

Devonshire  Green,  Farnhara  Royal, Stage  I. 

239-metres 

102 

mm. 

P.V.C. 

Eton  Road,  Datchet,  Stage  II. 

102-raetres 

102 

mm. 

D.I. 

Foston,  Blackpond  Lane,  FarnJiam  Common. 

73-metres 

102 

ram. 

C.I. 

Village  Road,  Dorney. 

16-metres 

76 

mm. 

C.I. 
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■=■  Kj-ckmansv/or  bh.  and  Uxbridge  Valley  V/ atcr  Company* 
BACTSRIOLOGIC;^ 


Sample  No.  1248‘^7. 

Colonies  per  ml.  1 day  @ 37°C.  0 

" " " 3 days  @ 20°C.  1 

probable  number  per  100  ml,  0 

E,  Coli,  '*  ••  •»  ti  II  0 

CHJMICAL:  (Results  in  parts  per  million.) 

Colour:  1 

Hazen 

Chloride: (Cl) 

20 

Turbidity:  (Si02) 

Nil 

Alkalinity:  (CaCO^) 

263 

Odour: 

Nil 

Hardness:  iCa.CO'z,) 

Taste: 

Normal 

Carbonatqt 

263 

pH: 

7.3 

Non-Carbonate : 

30 

Electrical  Conductivity(20^G) : 

300 

Total: 

293 

Total  Solids:  (l80°C) 

373 

Potassium: 

1.3 

Nitrate:  (N) 

3.1 

Sodium: 

11 

Nitrite:  (N) 

.002 

Copper: 

oOl 

Ammonia:  (N) 

Nil 

Iron: 

.01 

Albuminoid  Nitrogen: (N) 

.003- 

Zinc: 

Nil 

Chlorine:  (CI2) 

,06 

Analyst’s  Remarks: 

This  water  is  hard  in  character  but  contains  no  excess  of 
mineral  or  saline  constituents;  it  conforms  to  the  highest 
standards  of  bacterial  and  organic  purity* 


V/ator  Company’s  General  Observations; 

All  water  pumped  into  supply  is  chlorinated  and  subject  to 
careful  supervision.  Samples  for  bacteriological  and  chemical 
examination  are  collected  frequently  from  all  pumping  stations, 
reservoirs,  towers  and  other  points  in  the  distribution  system, 
they  are  constantly  reported  as  being  wholesome  and  quite 
satisfactory  for  domectic  purposes.  The  natural  fluoride  varies 
throughout  the  area  and  the  average  figure  is  probably  about  0.2  ppm, 
no  artificial  fluoride  is  added. 

(B)  EXTENSIONS. 


Location. 

Length. 

Diameter, 

Fulmer  Road,  Gerrards  Cross, 

4o4-metrcs 

102  mm. 

Off  V'/est  Common  Road,  Gerrards  Cross, 

231-metres 

102  mm. 

Off  Amersham  Road,  Gerrards  Cross. 

174-metres 

102  mm. 

Off  Fulmer  Road,  Gerrards  Cross, 

40-metres 

102  ram. 

Three  Valleys  Scheme,  Iver. 

Iver  Treatment  V/orks  to  Canal, 

420-metres 

914  mm. 

Canal  to  A412. 

4300-metres 

762  mm. 

Swan  Road,  Iver, 

90-metres 

229  imn. 

Hawkeswood  Lane, (Bridge  Crossing)  Fulmer. 

77-metres 

132  mm. 

Off  Horton  Road,  Horton, 

107-motres 

102  mm. 

Dukes  V/ood  Drive,  Gerrards  Cross. 

162-metres 

102  ram. 
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3.  SODTH  •.GST  SIIBU103AN  WATER  COMPANY. 


BACTERIOLOGICAL; 

Plate  counts  on  Agar  ) 
per  millilitre  in  ) 


1 day  2 days  3 days 
© 37  C.  @ 37^C.  @ 22°C, 
” 0 ' 0 3 


Presumptive  Coliform  reaction.. 

Probable  number. 

Probable  number  S.Coli, 


Nil  per  100  ml. 
Nil  per  100  mlo 


Remarks: 

Satisfactory, 


CHEI'-'IICAL : (Results  in  parts  per  million) . 

Colour:  Hasen  units.  1,8 

Turbidity:  J.T.U.  0,62 

Electrical  Conductivity:  390 

Oxygen  absorbed  from  NiinOZf  in  4-hrs.  @ 27^0;  1,0 

pH  Value;  7.8 

Total  Hai’dness  as  CaCO-^;  23^ 

Alkalinity/Carbonate  Hardness  as  CaCO^;  211 

Non~Ca.rbonate  Hardness  as  CaCO^:  43 

Chloride  as  Cl;  37 

* Fluoride  as  F;  Nil 

Phosphate  e.s  PO4:  0,33 

Nitrate  as  N:  7.7 

Nitrite  as  N;  O.OO7 

Ammoniacal  N:  0,07 

Albuminoid  N;  0,l4 

Cyanide  as  CN:  Nil 

Copper  as  Cu:  < 0,02 

Lead  as  Pb:  <0.02 

Zinc  as  Zn:  Not  detected 

Iron  as  Fe:  0,06 

Aluminium  as  Al:  0,03 

Manganese  as  Mn:  0.001 

Chromium  as  Cr;  0,0033 

Arsenic  as  As:  Nil 

Selenium  as  Se:  Nil 

Cadmium  as  Cd:  Nil 

Mercury  as  Hg:  Nil 

Anionic  Detergents  as  Maxoxol  OT:  0,08 


Remarks : 

* Fluoride  recorded  as  0,33  but  method  suspect. 
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V/ATER  SUPPI.IES  USED  FOR  DRIKKIIIG  Al'ID  DGi'CSTIC  PURPOSES 


rH 

-d" 


PAC^<IOLOGT'<'VL  SiU^TLr':  re.-.,. iJATEH 


IJI-IDEBT/iKJNGS’ 


DIClx^IBUTlON  ViATi^S. 


Routine  Gr,npling  v/as  carried  out  by  the  Departnent  at 
distribution  points  direct  iron  mains  supplies  and  supplementary 
to  sar.iplcs  taken  by  the  '/.ator  Undertakings  supplying  the  area. 


Total  number  of  samples  examined.  = 42 

From  distribution  points  supplied 

by  the  Middle  ThE.mos  l.'atcr  Board,  = 22 

From  distribution  points  supplied 
by  the  Rickmansworth  and  Uxbridge 
Valley  V/ater  Company.  -• 

From  distribution  points  supiolied 

by  the  Bucks  l.'ater  Company,  = 1 

From  distribution  points  supplied 
by  the  South  b'est  Suburban  VJater 

Company,  = 1 


One  sample  ea.ch  obtained  respectively  from  points  supplied 
by  the  Rickmansv/orth  and  Uxbridge  Valley  V/ater  Compa^ny  and  the 
Middle  Thames  V/ater  Board  v;ere  found  to  be  imsatisfactory.  They 
were  subsequently  re-sampled  and  sa.tisfa.ctory  results  were 
obtained. 


In  addition  to  the  samples  mentioned  a.bove  four  samples 
of  v;ater  from  mains  supplies  were  obtained  from  metal 
containers  for  use  on  board  aircraft,  and  two  of  these  samples 
v;ere  found  not  to  be  satisfactory.  After  investigations  and 
discussions  with  the  management  on  the  need  for  care  in  the 
handling,  transport,  cleansing  of  containers  and  stopper  caps, 
and  refilling,  chock  re-sampling  found  things  to  be 
satisfactory. 


Following  complaints  of  siclcness  to  the  occupants  of  a 
caravan,  two  samj^les  of  V7a.ter  taken  from  plastic  containers 
used  by  the  occupants  v/ere  found  to  be  unsatisfactory.  This 
illustrates  tho^t  the  utmost  care  is  necessary  v;hen  water  is 
taken  from  a mains  supply  and  stored  in  a container  to 
prevent  contamination  build  up  occurring  over,  a period  and 
to  avoid  a supposition  tha.t  everything  is  satisfactory. 


SAMPLES  T/JCEN  OTHER  THAN  FROM  MPilNS 
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SWIMMINC7  POOLS  AMI)  BATHING  PLACES. 


Name  of.  Swimming 

Fool  or  Brdhing 

Place, 

No.  of 
Samples, 

Satis- 

faectory 

Results, 

[ Suspicious 
Results • 

I Unsa-tis- 
factory 
Results, 

Burnham  Beeches  (liai.n) . 

12 

12 

1 

j Burnham  Beeches  (Kiddies), 
Canadian  Red  Cross 

11 

11 

— 

- 

Memorial  Hospital,  Taplow, 
Ea.rnham  Pai*k 

6 

6 

Rehabilitation  Centre. 

5 

3 

— 

Stanford  University. 

4 

4 

— 

I.C.I,  Duf field  Park. 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Caldicott  Prepara.tory  School, 
St.  Mary's  School, 

3 

3 

— 

- 

Gerrands  Cross. 

Royal  National  Institute 

2 

■ 

for  Deaf,  Larchmoor, 

3 

2 

1 

i 

Schools.  { 

47 

46 

1 

’'arrenfield  Comprehensive. 

8 

o 

O 

1 

Burnham  Grammar, 

4 : 

4 

St.  Mary's,  Dadchet, 

4 

4 

\ 

1 

Tilehouso  County  Primary, 

3 

3 

— 

1 

J 

V/oodside  County  Secondary, 

3 

3 

- 

- 

Burnham  C,  of  E,  Infants. 

1 

1 

Stoke  Poges  County  Primary. 

4 

4 

- 

— 

Gerrands  Cross  County  Prim>ary 

. 3 

3 

Farnham  Common  County  Primary 

, 1 ■ 

1 i 

TOT/dS: 

78 

77 

- 

1 

It  is  pleasing  to  note  the  much  improved  soi'npling  results  from  batliing 
pools,  including  school  svd.raming  baths,  as  compared  v/ith  previous  years. 
This  indicates  a greater  knowledge  and  awareness  by  the  Pool  operators  of 
the  importance  in  seeing  that  the  bacteriological  quality  of  the  v;ater  is 
maintodned  to  the  highest  standards,  comparable  with  those  set  out  in  the 
Byelaws  operating  in  the  District, 
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GENERAL  SANITATION. 


The  extent  of  progress  made  during  the  year  of  sev/er 
construction  throughout  the  District  is  shovm  below: - 

( a)  Sewer.  Scwar^e  Plant  and  Sewage  V/orks  construction  in 

progress  during  the  year. 

1.  Gerrards  Cross  Sewage  V/orks  Reconstruction, 

2,  Additional  accommodation  at  Biirnham  Depot  - 
completed, 

3«  Knighton  V/ay  Lane  Balancing  Reservoir  and 
Pumping  Station, 

4,  George  Green  Sewer  Improvements  - completed, 

5*  Denham  Green  Sower  Improvements  - completed, 

6,  Post  Meadow,  Iver,  Balancing  Sewer  - 
commenced  and  completed, 

(b)  Schemes  proposed  for  1973. 

1,  Colnbrook  Pumping  Station  Improvements, 

2,  Old  Slade  Lane,  Iver,  Sewer  Improvements. 

3*  Horton  and  1/raysbury  Main  Drainage  - Stage  3* 

4,  Fulmer  Main  Drainage, 

3,  Mansion  Lane  Caravan  Site,  Iver,  Main  Drainage. 

The  need  to  provide  main  drainage  in  all  parts  of  the 
District  vy^herever  practicable  has  been  and  still  remains 
high  on  the  priority  list  of  this  Council,  V/here  the 
programme  is  imcomplete  at  the  date  of  reorganisation  I 
have  no  doubt  that  the  successor  Council  v/ill  take  up  the 
burden  with  equal  vigour.  There  are  few  who  would  wish 
to  retain  the  old  drainage  system  v/ith  a cesspool  in  the 
garden  area  requiring  regular  calls  for  emptying  by  an 
exhauster  v;ith  all  the  attendant  inconveniences  that  such 
a system  entails. 

The  sov/ering  of  such  areas,  apart  from  the  obvious 
advantages,  v/ill  in  its  turn  reduce  the  pollution  factor 
of  noise,  ftines,  exhaust  gases  and  road  congestion  from  the 
fleet  of  vehicles  required  to  maintain  an  emptying  service 
for  cesspools. 
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Food  jyid_pruc!,s . Act , 1933 . 

The  nuniDer  oi  food  complaints  made  by  members  of  the 
public  to  the  Department  increased  from  that  contained  in 
my  Report  of  1971, 

The  number  of  prosecutions  instituted  by  the  Council 
increased  by  one  from  5 to  6,  v/ith  fines  totalling  £170. 

In  all  of  the  cases  prosecuted  there  was  clear  evidence  of 
negligence  on  the  part  of  either  the  manufacturers  ox  the 
shopkeeper.  In  some  of  the  remaining  complaints  some 
degree  of  negligence  along  the  food  handling  chain  was 
apparent  but  the  matter  was  one  of  degree  and  often  it  was 
impossible  to  identify  where  this  occurred. 

These  complaints  do,  however,  demonstrate  the  need  for 
constant  vigilance  on  the  pjart  of  all  sections  of  the  food 
industry  to  be  constantly  on  guard  against  lapses  which  can 
result  in  serious  consequences  for  the  firm  and  v;hilst 
rendering  the  public  a service  which  should  not  be  anything 
less  than  first  class. 

In  onlj’’  two  of  the  ca.ses  could  it  be  said  that  they 
were  due  to  phenomena  arising  from  the  nature  of  the  foode 

Inspections  by  members  of  the  Department  under  the 
provisions  of  the  Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations,  1970, 
revealed  that  in  a few  establishments  the  expected  standards 
were  not  being  met.  These  involved  premises  v;hore  food  was 
being  prepared  for  immediate  consumption,  kitchens  of  cafes, 
restaurants,  take  away  food  shops,  etc.  The  chief  reason 
offered  for  this  state  of  affairs  was  the  fluctuation  in 
numbers  and  the  quality  of  staff  v;ho  take  up  employment  in 
this  work.  In  other  cases  there  was  the  difficulty  in 
achieving  an  understanding  with  foreign  workers  of  the 
standards  expected  of  them.  The  Department  distributed 
extracts  of  the  Regulations  printed  in  other  languages  to 
help  to  get  the  message  across. 

Frequent  spot  checks  on  regular  offenders  and  reporting 
for  legal  action  where  improvements  are  not  maintained  seems 
to  be  the  only  answer,  but  unfortunately  the  goodwill  and 
educational  aspects  of  visits  by  the  Inspectors  built  up 
over  lengthy  periods  have  to  be  sacrificed  in  the  process, 
and  this  is  to  be  deplored  as  the  educational  approach  to 
the  problem  implies  co-operation  which  is  infinitely  better 
than  direction  in  the  field  of  food  hygiene  control. 


Food. and  Drup;s  Act,  1935 « (Contd)  n 

SECTION  (Not  being  of  a nature,  substance  or 
quality  demanded  by  the  purchaser). 


ARTICLE. 


1,  Bread  Pudding, 
(Containing 

stone) • 

2.  Sausage  Rolls. 
(Mouldy) . 

Bottle  of  Milk* 
(Containing 
dirt ) . 


PLACE  OF  PURCHASE  ACTION 

OR  DELIVERY.  TAKEN. 

Burnhojn  (Britv;ell)  • Fined  £20, 


Burnham  (Britwell).  Fined  £25. 
Burnham.  Fined  £75. 


4.  Steak  and  Kidney  Taplo\\f,  Fined  £5. 

Pie. 

(Mouldy) • 

5 . Sc  one . 

(Containing  Hessian).  Iver,  Fined  £20. 

6.  Doughnut.  Burnham  (Britv/ell) . Fined  £25. 

(Containing  wire). 


7.  Pork  Pie 
(Mouldy) 


Burnham 


V/arning  Letter 


Ajt«  193'3.  (Contd.\ 

No  further  action  warj  talcen  in  conroo  bion  with  the  follov;ing 
complaints  owing  to  lack  of  evidence  or  insufficient  findings 
to  warrant  the  consideration  of  legal  proceedings. 


lo  Doughnut. 

- 

Discoloured. 

2.  Fish  Fingers. 

- 

Containing  cod  worm. 

3»  Biscuits. 

- 

Containing  foreign  matter. 

4.  Sausages. 

- 

Mouldy, 

5.  Ham  Sandwich. 

- 

Containing  cheese. 

6.  Grated  Cheese, 

- 

Mouldy, 

7.  Potato  Crisps, 

- 

Mouldy. 

8.  Tuna  Fish. 

- 

Containing  ’’struvite”  crystals. 

9.  Bread. 

- 

Containing  dried  currant  thought 
to  be  a piece  of  rubber. 

10,  Tin  of  Spam. 

- 

Stained,  due  to  imperfections 
in  tin  plate  coating. 

11,  Chocolate  Spread, 

- 

Mouldy. 

12 . Sausage . 

- 

Containing  copper  tack. 

13.  Milk. 

- 

Containing  bottle  cap. 

l4.  Pork  Pie, 

- 

Containing  pig  bristles. 

15.  Bread. 

- 

Containing  macerated  fruit, 
(Mistaken  for  mice  droppings) . 

l6o  Dough. 

- 

Mouldy, 

17,  Broad. 

- 

Containing  rust  particles. 

l8.  Cheese, 

- 

Mouldy, 

19.  Frozen  Beans. 

- 

Discoloured. 

20 o Bread, 

- 

Mouldy. 

21.  Bottle  of  Guinness. 

— 

Containing  plastic  toy. 

-49- 


Ml^AT. 


'I'liere  is  only  one  small  private  slaughterhouse 
licensed  in  the  District,  which  is  situated  at  Datchet, 
and  used  by  a butcher  for  the  occasional  needs  of  liis 
retail  business. 

Details  of  carcases  and  offal  inspected  and  examined  are 
shovm  in  the  follov/ing  table. 

Heat  supplies  generally  are  drawn  from  a variety  of 
sources  as  fc'jr  apart  as  Smithfield,  Heading,  V/indsor 
and  Slough,  and  there  has  been  no  indication  tha.t  these 
arrangements  are  other  than  sa,tisfactory. 


Cattle 

except 

Cows, 

Cows, 

Calves. 

» 



1 Sheep 
and 
Lambs, 

Pigs, 

■ 

Horses, 

Number  killed. 

3 

- 

Number  inspected. 

- 

3 

- 

- 

\ 

- 

All  diseases  except 
Tuberculosis  and 
Cysticerci, 

Whole  carcases 

1 condemned. 

- 

_ 

f.  . . _ . 

- 

Carcases  of  widch 
some  part  or  organ 
v;as  condemned. 

- 

- 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  v;ith  diseases 
other  than  Tuberculosis 
and  Cysticerci, 

i 

' 

j 

- 

i 

- 

, 

Tuberculosis  only, 

V/hole  carccLscs 
condemned. 

j 

- - 

l 

. 

1 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  orgcan 
was  condemned. 

1 

“ ; - 

1 

- 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with 

Tuberculosis. 

— 



- 

- 

Cysticercosis,  i 

Carcases  of  which 
some  po.rt  or  organ 
was  condemned. 

! 

' ! 

1 

- 1 
1 

- i 

! 

! 

- i - 

< 

1 ! 
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OTHER  FOOD 


Summary , 1972 » 


Foo'is  Surrendered  and  Condemned 

due  in  the  main  to 

the  electrical 

failure  of  refrip:eratinp:  units 

at  retail  premises 

e 

(a)  Meat, 

V/eight  : 

in  lbs. 

(Kilog 

rams) , 

Braised  Beef. 

4 

2 

Steaklets. 

17 

8 

Faggots. 

6 

3 

Roa.st  Beef. 

56 

25 

Roast 'Pork. 

9 

4 

Bacon. 

9 

4 

Rissoles. 

36 

16 

Ham, 

3 

1.5 

Porkburgers. 

2 

1 

(b)  Fish, 

Fish  Cakes. 

18 

8 

Fish  Fingers. 

109 

49 

Cod  Fillets, 

125 

57 

Kippers. 

45 

20 

Plaice  Fillets. 

63 

29 

Haddock, 

69 

30 

Shrimps . 

4 

2 

Scampi, 

3 

1 

Dover  Sole. 

11 

5 

Halibut . 

1 

1 

(c)  Poultry, 

Chickens, 

25 

11 

(d)  Pies, 

Steak  and  Kidney. 

42 

19 

Chicken. 

7 

3.5 

Beef  and  Vegetable, 

4 

2 

Sausage  and  Egg. 

2 

1 

(e)  Vc.iretables. 

Chipped  Potatoes. 

46 

22 

Sprouts . 

11 

5 

Peas, 

72 

33 

Spinach, 

4 

2 

Broccoli. 

2 

1 

Sweet  Corn, 

73 

33 

Tomatoes. 

132 

60 
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V/ei/^ht  in  lbs« 

(Kilop;rams) . 


(Contd) ^ 


(f) 


Shortcrust.  2 1 

Puffs,  9 ^ 

(g)  Fruit. 

Strav;berries,  15  6 

Raspberries w 12  5.5 

Orange  Juice.  31  cans. 

Grapefruit  Juice.  90  cans. 

( h)  Others.  Number . 

Cream  Sponge,  4? 

Arctic  Polls,  6 

Yoghurt.  3 

Vol~au-ventsa  24 

Sausage  Rolls,  l6 
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ZQod_^d  Drugs  Act,  IQ'^S.  ._(Corit(iJ. 

Section  l6o  “•  Registration  of  premises  for  the  manufacture 

and  sale  of  Ice-cream  or  the  manufacture  of 
Sausages,  Potted,  Pressed,  Pickled  or 
Preserved  Food, 


Four  nev;  applications  were  received  for  the  registration 
of  premises  for  the  storage  and  sale  of  ice-cream.  Eight 
amendments  in  respect  of  change  in  the  occupation  of  premises 
were  recorded  in  the  register. 

Number  of  registrations  in  the  various  classes  are  as 
follows; - 

A,  Manufacture  of  ice-cream  2 

Bo  Sale  of  ice-cream  ,,,  199 

C,  Manufacture  of  Sausages,  etc,  6 

207 


Slaughterhouses  Act,  1958, 

The  Slaughter  of  Animals  (Prevention  of  Cruelty)  Regulations, 

1938, 

The  only  slaughterhouse  in  the  District  was  re-licensed 
for  a year  on  receipt  of  a satisfactory  report  of  inspection. 

The  Knacker's  Yard  was  re-licensed  after  a satisfactory 
report  of  inspection.  Meat  from  the  promises  was  dealt 
with  in  accordance  with  the  Meat  (Sterilization)Regulations, 
1969,  for  onward  transmission  to  sterilization  depots  in 
London, 

Number  of  horses  slaughtered  13 

Number  of  carcases  received  , . . , , , 56 

Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1938, 

Licences  renewed  for  the  slaughter  of  animals  3 

Game  Dealer *s  Licences, 

Licences  issued  ,,,  ,,,  ,,,  ,,,  ,,,  ,»,  13 

Inspection  of  Poultry, 


There  are  no  poultry  processing  or  packing  stations  in 
the  District,  Freshly  killed  poultry  for  sale  in  shops 
and  at  the  Cattle  Market  is  inspected  during  routine  visits 
throughout  the  year. 
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Rodent  Control 


There  v;ere  some  985  notifications  of  infestations  of  rats 
and  mice  dui'ing  the  year  divided  as  follows; - 


I^ats  o«a  •••  •••  839 

Mice  c . . 3^8 

V/ork  in  connection  with  Council  owned  premises,  scv;age 
works,  refuse  tips,  cai\avan  sites  and  laybys  received  regular 
attention.  Due  to  pressure  of  v/ork  devolving  on  the  single 
operator,  who  commenced  employment  v/ith  the  Council  in  February, 
it  was  not  found  possible  to  carry  out  annual  routine  sev/cr 
testing  in  the  Autumn,  and  this  work  was  held  over  until  a 
second  operator  was  apiJointed.  Nevertheless  the  soonest  it 
could  be  given  attention  was  in  the  Spring  of  the  following 
year.  In  order  to  reduce  the  backlog  of  calls  for 
assistance  and  at  the  same  time  provide  an  extermination 
service  for  wasps  and  deal  with  other  insect  pests  and 
infestations,  the  Council,  together  v/ith  the  Beaconsfield 
Urban  District  Council,  agreed  to  the  appointment  of  a second 
operator  on  a sharing  basis.  He  commenced  duties  in  December 
and  I am  pleased  to  report  that  this  branch  of  the  work  of 
the  Department  is  operating  satisfactorily.  Assistance  was 
also  given  in  connection  with  the  following  infestations: - 


'vasps  - 173 
Bees  - 10 
Ants  - 17 
Fleas  - 8 
Bed  Bugs  - 5 
Spiders  - 2 
Red  Spider  Mite  - 1 
Strav/berry  l/eevil  ..  1 
V/eevils  - 1 
w'oodlice  - 1 
Gnats  - 1 
Flics  - 1 
Beetles  - 1 
Unspecified  Insects  - 3 
Squirrels  - 3 

Total;  230 
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Factories,  Workplaces  and  Outv\forkers , 

following  information  is  requirod  by  the  Deijartment  of  Health  and  Social  Security 
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HOUSING. 


The  total  number  of  nev;  dwellincs  constructed  by  both 
the  Council  and  private  enterprise  shows  a slight  increase 
as  compared  with  the  previous  year,  but  the  number  of 
dwellings  provided  by  the  Council  shows  a substantial  gain 
on  the  modest  total  of  a ye-ar  ago.  More  detailed 
examination  of  the  fignires  shows  a marked  trend  to  the 
provision  of  flats  as  compared  with  houses  in  Council 
cono  true  ted  accommodation,  but  this  is  not  neojT'ly  so 
marked  in  private  enterprise  provision.  This  trend, 
however,  reflects  the  urgent  need  to  make  the  best 
possible  use  of  land  available  for  housing  j)urposes. 

To  this  end  the  older  mainly  pre-'./ar  estates  built  by 
the  Council  v/ere  screened  to  see  if  greater  use  could  be 
made  of  back  land  and  parts  of  large  gardens,  a feature 
commonly  found  in  development  of  that  era.  This 
exercise  was  fruitful  in  a number  of  cases. 

There  was  a slight  upward  trend  in  the  number  of 
applications  for  Improvement  Grants  to  enable  owners  to 
provide  their  dwellings  with  modern  amenities  whilst  at 
the  same  time  bringing  them  into  good  repair  to  enable 
them  to  have  a minimum  life  expectancy  of  30~years, 

Despite  the  publicity  of  this  scheme,  however,  both  at 
local  and  national  level  the  drive  docs  not  appear  to 
have  been  taken  up  to  a level  one  might  have  expected. 

Fair  Kents  have  boon  much  in  the  news  of  late  and 
in  the  private  sector  landlords  arc  enabled  to  apjjly  for 
a fair  rent  to  be  fixed  by  the  Rent  Officer  on  production 
of  a Qualification  Certificate.  This  certificate  is 
granted  upon  the  Council  being  satisfied  that  a dv/elling 
is  provided  with  all  the  standard  amenities  and  is  in  a 
good  state  of  repair.  The  number  of  applications  for 
certificates  wa.s  the  same  as  the  year  previous  but  less 
v;cre  granted,  principally  on  the  grounds  of  disrepair, 
Cvmers  are  advised  of  the  repairs  required  and  a 
period  of  time  given  to  enable  this  work  to  be  carried 
out  before  determining  the  application  further. 
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Housinp:  (Contda ) 


The  total  number  of  new  dwellings  completed  in  the 
District  during  the  year  amounted  to  308,  and  includes 
those  constructed  - 

A*  By  the  Council,  ...  ...  31  houses  o.nd  72  fla.ts. 

B,  By  private  enterprise  ...  I78  houses  and  27  flats. 


Grants  for  the  conversion  or  improvement  and 

repair  of  housing  accommodation. 


Applica.tions  received 

(a) 

for  conversion 

4 

(b) 

for  improvement 

123 

Applications  approved 

(a) 

for  conversion 

11 

for  improvement 

64 

Grants  for  improvement  of  dwellings  by  the 
provision  of  standard  amenities. 


(Fixed  bath  or  shov/er,  v/ash-hand  basin,  sink, 
hot  and  cold  v/atcr  supplies  thereto  and  internall.y 
accessible  water-closet.) 


Applications  received  - 3 

Applications  approved  - 2 


Applications  outstanding  - 11 


Housing  Act.  1969. 

Section  43  - Qualifications  Certificates. 


Applications 

received 

- 

67 

Applications 

granted 

20 
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Applications  refused 


9 


Housinno  (Contdo_), 

U^nfit  Housinp:  1959  - 1972. 

Clearance  Areas. 

There  were  no  representations  to  the  Council  in 
respect  of  Clearance  Areas  during  the  year.  59  Clearance 
Areas  comprising  312  dwellings  have  been  dealt  with  up 
to  date. 


No  visits  were  carried  out  by  the  Unfit  Houses 
Sub-Committee,  but  l6  dwellings  \/ere  represented  to  the 
Council  as  being  unfit  and  incapable  of  repair  at 
rea.sonable  expense  under  Pcxrt  II  provisions  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1957. 


Number  of  houses  demolished  as  a result  of 
forma.l  action  under  Housing  Act,  1957 » 

(Parts  II  and  III) . = 12 


Houses  closed  in  pursuance  of  Closing 
Orders  and/or  Undertolcings  under 

Pant  II  of  the  Act,  = 21 

Houses  made  fit  follov/ing  formal  action 

under  Housing  or  Public  Health  Acts.  = 15 

Houses  made  fit  follov/ing  informal  action 

LUider  Housing  or  Public  Health  Acts,  = 20 


A total  of  26  individually  unfit  houses  wore  the 
subject  of  Undertrdlngs , Demolition  Orders  or  Closing 
Orders  during  the  year  under  review,  maJeing  a total 
of  424  houses  dealt  with  for  the  period  1959  ~ 1972. 
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OTHER  MATTERS. 


Petroleum  (Re;?ulation)  Acts,  1928  & 1936, 

Premises  licensed  for  the  storage  of  petroleum  spirit 
and/or  petroleum  mixtures  in  the  District  totalled  125? 
comprising  a storage  capacity  of  444,050-gallons  in  underground 
tanks,  and  6,070-gallons  in  can  stores.  Seven  premises  have 
now  applied,  and  licences  have  been  granted  for  the  use  of  self- 
service  pumps.  No  incidents  have  been  reported  in  connection 
with  the  use  of  these  pumps  either  attended  or  unattended. 
Routine  tests  of  the  older  underground  petroleum  storage 
tanks  continued  but  none  failed  the  tests  during  1972. 

In  1971  the  Council  adopted  a new  set  of  Licence  Conditions 
and  Constructional  Requirements  based  on  recommendations  of  the 
Home  Office,  and  it  v;as  realised  that  several  of  the  older 
installations  fell  seriously  short  of  modern  standards,  five 
of  them  v/ere  the  subject  of  a report  to  the  Council,  who 
decided  that  1972  licences  be  issued  for  a limited  period  and 
the  licensees  were  informed  that  unless  their  installations 
V7ere  radically  altered  within  5-years  the  Council  might  decide 
to  refuse  to  licence  the  installation  thereafter,  Follovjing 
this  action  one  licensee  abandoned  the  storage  of  petrol  at  the 
end  of  the  year,  another  closed  his  unsatisfactory  storage 
facilities  and  built  a new  filling  station  on  an  adjoining  site, 
and  the  other  three  have  tal^en  active  steps  to  reorganise  their 
facilities  to  modern  standojrds. 

The  1971  Annual  Report  of  Home  Office  Chief  Inspector  of 
Explosives,  v/hich  was  received  during  1972,  drew  attention  to 
the  continuing  serious  accidents  which  occurred  through  the 
ignition  of  petroleum  which  had  sijilt  on  to  pump  attendants’ 
clothes  and  invited  licensing  authorities  to  publicise  this 
source  of  injury.  As  a result  learning  notices  were  sent  to  all 
licensees  of  filling  sta.tions  for  exhibition  v/here  they  could 
be  seen  by  forecourt  staff  drawing  their  attention  to  these 
hazards,  I am  pleased  to  say  that  no  such  a.ccident  has  occurred 
in  this  District  to  my  knowledge, 

’■■/hen  plans  have  been  submitted  to  the  Council  for  Building 
Regula.tions  and  Planning  Permission  it  has  been  noticed  v/ith 
increasing  frequency  that  the  installation  of  boilers  was 
proposed  in  domestic  garages.  This  could  be  hazardous  if  there 
should  be  a lealv  or  spillage  of  petrol  in  the  garage  and 
combustion  air  is  drawn  into  the  boiler.  It  has,  therefore, 
become  standard  practice  in  liaising  with  the  staff  of  the 
Engineer  Sc  Surveyor’s  Departm-ent  to  v;arn  the  applicants 
though  pointing  out  that  the  practice  is  not  illegal. 
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National  Assistance  Act^  1948  - Section  30a 

The  Department  ai’ranged  for  the  disposal  of  the 
remains  of  two  deceased  persons  during  the  year. 

Animal  Boarding  Establishments  Act,  1963, 

Licences  v;ore  issued  for  the  keeping  of  dogs 
or/and  cats  in  respect  of  five  premises,  permitting 
the  keeping  of  a maximum  total  of  l8l  dogs  and  82 
cats. 


The  promises  were  inspected  by  the  Deputy 
Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  accompanied  by  a 
Veterinary  Surgeon  retained  by  the  Council  to  see 
that  the  quarters  and  keeping  conditions  v/ere  in 
accordance  vrith  licence  conditions.  Spot  checks 
v/ere  carried  out  from  time  to  time,  :ind  conditions 
were  f O'Und  to  be  satisfactory. 

Pet  Animals  Act,  1951> 

Tv/o  licences  were  issued  for  the  sale  of  birds 
and  tropical  fish. 

Pap:,  Flock  and  Other  Filling  Materials  Act,  1931« 

One  v/orkplace  is  registered  under  the  above  Act. 

Cleaji  Air  Acts,  1936  - 1968, 


One  application  for  api:)roval  of  chimney  height  serving 
a boiler  plant  v;as  received  under  the  provisions  of 
Section  6 of  the  Act  of  1968, 


Caravan  Sites  and  Control  of  Development  Acts,  I96Q  - I968. 

A total  of  621  caravans  on  licensed  sites  in  the 
District  sub-divided  as  follows:  ”• 

(a)  20  vans  on  recreational  sites,  chiefly  at 
V/raysbury,  used  only  during  the  summer  months, 

(b)  28  residential  vans  occupied  by  v;atchmen  and 
persons  engaged  in  care taking  duties, 

(c)  142  residential  vans  on  Council  ov;ned  sites, 

(d)  431  residential  vans  are  located  on  private 
multiple  sites  or  site  for  individual  vans 
which  are  subject  to  limited  period  permissionso 

In  addition  as  a result  of  the  construction  of  the 
M,40  Hotorv/ay  between  Beaconsfield  and  Denham  an 
additional  number  of  caravans  occupied  by  v/orkraen  and 
sub-contractors  came  into  the  District.  Ta]lcs  v/ith 
the  contractors  resulted  in  a large  majority  of  them 
being  located  on  tv/o  sites,  one  in  Fulmer  and  one  in 
Denham,  built  to  model  site  conditions.  Others, 
mainly  occupied  by  sub-contractors,  were  located  in 
ones  and  twos  along  the  sides  of  the  Motorway.  As 
these  caravans  are  occupied  by  persons  engaged  in  works 
of  building  or  engineering  operations  they  are  exempted 
from  licensing  by  the  First  Schedule  of  the  Act.  There 
were  no  compla.ints  arising  from  these  caravans. 

Generally  all  the  sites  have  been  kept  tidy  and  free 
from  nuisance. 

The  question  of  gypsy  caravans  in  the  District 
from  time  to  time  in  various  spots  on  the  highv^ay 
verges  has  not  passed  off  without  incident  or  complaint 
by  members  of  the  public  regarding  the  filthy  and 
unsightly  conditions  of  the  encampments  and  the 
immediate  surrounds  within  a short  time  of  stopxoing. 

The  difficulty  in  clearing  the  vans  off  sites  once 
they  had  taken  up  positions  necessitated  legal  action 
on  a number  of  occasions  under  the  provisions  of  the 
Council’s  private  Act  to  effect  clearance  and 
thereafter  a cleaning  up  operation  was  required  to 
help  to  restore  the  land  to  its  former  condition. 
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Caravan  Sites  and  Control  of  Develorment  Acts,  19^0  - 1968. 


Ths-t  this  Council  being  a pioneer  in  the  setting 
up  of  a gypsy  site  some  9-yea-rs  ago  to  solve  the  local 
need  should  be  required  to  continue  to  shoulder,  the  buedon 
of  itinerant  camping  on  the  highways,  is  somewhat  unfair, 
and  is  due  to  the  inability  to  obtain  a Designation 
Order  provided  for  under  the  I968  Act  banning  gypsy 
caravans  from  camping  on  the  highway.  Such  an  Order 
can  only  be  obtained  v;hen  the  needs  of  the  county  as 
a whole  have  been  met.  The  provision  of  sufficient 
sites  for  caravans  in  transit  is  long  overdue. 


Miscellaneous  Matters. 


Local  Land  Charges  Search  Enquiries 

= 

2,518 

Plans  and  Applications  (Building 

and  Byelaws  and  Town  and  Country 

Planning) . 

= 

kkS 
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Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act,  19^3 


The  number  of  premises  registered  under  the  Act 
continues  to  increase  but  the  number  of  Fuel  Storage 
Depots  on  the  register,  hov/ever,  has  decreased. 

Inspections  are  carried  out  of  all  nev;ly  registered 
premises  as  soon  as  possible  after  receipt  of  notice 
and  general  visits  are  paid  to  premises  already  registered. 
Standards  la.id  dovm  under  the  Act  were  maintained 
satisfactorily.  Opportunities  are  taken  where  plans 
are  submitted  under  Building  Kegulations  to  obtain  a 
satisfactory  layout  to  conform  with  the  requirements 
before  construction  is  begun. 

The  Department  received  6 Notifications  of  Accidents 
which  necessitated  absence  from  employment  for  3“days  or 
more.  All  were  non-fatal,  mainly  involving  slipping 
or  tripping  on  floors  or  gangi-'/ays.  Extra  vigilance  is 
required  to  prevent  obstructions  unintentionally  being 
placed  which  could  contribute  to  this  type  of  accident, 
also  floor  surfaces  or  coverings  require  to  be  attended 
to  as  soon  as  wear  appears  v/hich  could  possibly  be 
dangerous  and  contribute  to  this  type  of  mishap. 

The  Department  v/ere  requested  for  assistance  to  deal 
with  nuisance  arising  from  the  escaioe  of  fumes  from  dry 
cleaning  machines  installed  in  self-service  launderamas 
during  the  year.  The  incidents  involved  two  machines 
in  separate  establishments  and  escaping  fumes  v/ere  found 
to  be  affecting  occupants  of  nearby  premises  by  leaking 
through  the  floorboards  and  cracks  in  the  plasterwork 
of  division  walls.  In  one  case  the  cause  of  the 

trouble  was  found  to  be  leakage  from  a cover  plate  on 
the  machine  v/hich  had  been  replaced  incorrectly.  This 
was  finally  located  after  a great  deal  of  testing  to 
eliminate  possible  causes.  In  a similar  incident 
involving  the  same  machine  the  filter  was  found  to  be 
obstructed,  v/ell  within  the  recommended  servicing 
period,  indicating  that  the  machine  ha.d  been  used  for 
the  cleaning  of  non-approved  materials  v/hich  should 
have  been  cleaned  by  some  other  method. 
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Offices,  Shops  and  Kailv/ay  Pretnj.ses  Act,  1963*  (Gontdo) 


In  the  second  case  the  Department  v/ere  alerted  by 
a medical  practitioner  attending  a family  suffering 
from  nausea,  living  in  a flat  over  a dry  cleaners. 
Investigations  revealed  that  fumes  were  escaping  from 
a broken  pipe  v;hich  had  been  fractiired  by  vibration 
caused  by  metal  fatigue,  allowing  fumes  to  escape 
into  the  upper  flat  via  the  cavity  wall.  The 
trouble  cleared  up  v;hen  the  broken  pipe  was 
rectified  and  in  addition  arrangements  made  for 
the  stocks  of  reserve  cleaning  fluid  to  be  stored 
outside  the  main  building. 
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Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act,  1963>  (Contd.) 


Class  of 
Premises, 

Number  of 
premises 
registered 
during 
the  year. 

Total  number 
of  registered 
premises  at 
end  of  year. 

Number 
receiving  a 
general 
inspection 
during 
the  year. 

Number  cT 

persons 

employed. 

Offices. 

11 

171 

55 

1,952 

Pvetail  Shops, 

15 

516 

81 

1,173 

V/holesale 

Shops  f 
\/arehouseSo 

1 

51 

55 

673 

Catering 
Establishments 
open  to  the 
public , 

Canteens, 

8 

52 

51 

552 

Fuel 

Storage 

Depots, 

- 

2 

- 

20 

TOTALS: 

55 



572 

202 

4,350 

Number  of  visits  of  all  kinds 

by  Inspectors  to  registered  premises  = 252 
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Noice  Abatement  Act<  I960. 

Investigations  of  complaints  of  noise  nuisance 
included  the  follov/ing: - 


Road  breaking  equipment  (3)?  bird  scarers, 
loudspeakers,  ice  cream  van  chimes,  Pop  Groups  (2), 
earth  moving  equipment  (M.4o) , off  loading  tankers 
at  fuel  store  during  hours  of  darlcness,  factory 
machinery  (2) , ventilation  fane  for  shop  premises 
and  refrigeration  equipment  (3). 


In  a number  of  these  cases  it  will  be  seen  that 
a little  thought  for  the  nearby  residents  could  have 
in  a large  measure  avoided  complaints  being  made  in 
the  first  place. 

In  regard  to  factory  noise  and  noise  from 
ventilating  fans,  these  are  cases  where  shielding 
or  screening  helped  to  provide  an  answer  but  it  is 
evident  tha.t  much  more  care  is  required  as  to  the 
noise  making  potential  of  plant  or  machinery  v/hen 
being  installed  in  the  first  instance.  Noise  limits 
should  be  fixed  at  the  boundary  of  premises  to  bring 
home  to  managements  the  necessity  of  doing  something 
about  noise  arising  from  within  the  precincts  of 
their  premises,  which  is  as  much  a by-product  of  the 
business  in  the  s£ime  ^^^ay  as  refuse,  drainage  or 
smoke , 
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VISITS  MD  INSPECTIONS 


Visits  and  inspections  carried  cut  during  the  year  are 
summarised  below  with  last  year’s  figures  shov;n  in  parenthesis. 


(a)  Public  Health  Acts, 

1972. 

1271. 

Primary  Inspections,  Houses. 

119 

(158) 

Primary  Inspections,  Others. 

134 

(71) 

He-visits  re  above. 

320 

(338) 

Moveable  Dwellings,  Sites. 

(369) 

Moveable  Dv-zellings,  Travellers. 

4oo 

(537) 

Infectious  Diseases,  Disinfections  and 

Investigations • 

82 

(56) 

Dirty  and  Verminous  Premises. 

9 . 

(-) 

Places  of  Public  flntertainraent, 

Fa-irgrounds , etc . 

12 

(7) 

Schools, 

14 

(18) 

Public  Conveniences. 

17 

(17) 

b'orkplaces. 

24 

(30) 

Water  Supplies, 

172 

(146) 

Sv/imming  Pools, 

83 

(81) 

l/atercourses  and  Ditches, 

120 

(140) 

Drainage . 

194 

(497) 

Sewage  and  Drainage  Disposal, 

148 

(179) 

Offensive  Accumulations, 

129 

(336) 

Keeping  of  Animals  (Pigs,  Poultry,  etc. 

) 95 

(125) 

Refuse  Disposal  (Section  89). 

448 

('+36) 

Deposit  of  Poisonous  We^ste, 

90 

(-) 

Licensed  Premises, 

8 

(19) 

Cattle  Market, 

60 

(57) 

Rats  and  Mice  Infestations, 

95 

(106) 

Insect  Infestations*' 

36 

(104) 

Other  Pests, 

90 

(-) 

Miscellaneous . 

175 

(128) 

(b)  Housing  Acts. 

Houses,  Primary  Inspections, 

233 

(123) 

Re-visits  re  above. 

309 

(300) 

Overcroiirding, 

6 

(12) 

Houses  in  multiple  occupation. 

9 

(-) 

Rent  Act, 

Qualification  Certificates, 

136 

(114) 
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(c) 

i’actories  Act. 

-12Z2. 

Factories  - Hotive. 

55 

(59) 

Factories  - Non-motive. 

12 

(1) 

Cutvorkors  Premises , 

5 

(4) 

Buildin/^  and  Enr;;ineorin3  Sites, 

18 

(21) 

(d) 

Food  and  Drur^s  Act, 

Butchers, 

145 

(122) 

Fishmongers  and  Poulterers, 

23 

(31) 

Greengrocers  and  Fruiterers, 

62 

(39) 

Grocers, 

221 

(203) 

Confectioners  and  Sugar, 

24 

CjS) 

Ketail  Balceries. 

23 

(17) 

Balcchouses . 

48 

(27) 

Restaurants  and  Cafes, 

151 

(108) 

Canteens, 

36 

(36) 

Street  Food  Vendors, 

12 

(16) 

Ice-cream  Premises, 

28 

(30) 

Cream, 

7 

(-) 

Knacker ’ s Yard . 

20 

(17) 

Slaughterhouses . 

10 

(4) 

Food  Inspection  - Meat, 

c:: 

(14) 

Food  Inspection  - Other  Food, 

Food  Complaints  - Visits, 

78 

(62) 

Intorviev;s  etc. 

56 

(82) 

Ca.ttle  Market, 

60 

(57) 

(e) 

Offices,  Shops  2c  Railway  Premier  a 

Act, 

Inspections. 

135 

(57) 

Re-visits. 

2^ 

(89) 

Miscellaneous  Acts, 

Animal  Boardin;”  -'i^stablishncnts  Act, 


Visits, 

18 

(17) 

Pet  Anima.ls  Act, 

Visits. 

1 

(4) 

Petroleum  Acts, 

Visits, 

586 

(750) 

Clean  Air  Act, 

Visits  and  Observations. 

218 

(170) 
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Miscellaneous  Acts,  (Contd), 

1972.  1<^1, 

Bucks  Gounty  Council  Act  - Hairdressers . 

Inspections,  28  (37) 

Noise  Abatement  Act. 

Visits.  237  (113) 

Ip._c_ens_inr  Act. 

Visits,  17  (1) 

National  Assistance  Act. 

Visits.  13  (21) 
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